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This is an exploratory study that examines the McKinney Vento Act and its 
implications for the homeless student population. The study seeks to explore whether or 
not homeless students are receiving the services that were delegated to them through the 
federal act. It also seeks to determine how effective the services are once they are 
rendered. 
A sample of 11 school social workers was surveyed from Cobb County School 
District which is located in Metropolitan Atlanta. The results reject the hypothesis that 
many homeless students are not receiving the services that are set aside for them. A 
majority of the school social workers are aware of the McKinney Vento Act and its 
implications for the homeless student population. The services outlined in the McKinney 
Vento Act are being rendered according to the data collected. However, the results of the 
survey indicated that is still a gap in services and still areas in which change is needed. 
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The study results are also filtered through the social systems theory, which holds 
that there is an ongoing exchange that exists between the system and the environment. As 
applied to homelessness, social systems theory looks considers how society may 
contribute to the cycle of homelessness by not offering salaries that are feasible for 
sustaining daily necessities such as housing, food, and clothing. 
In addition, the Afrocentric perspective, which is holistic and strengths-based, is 
used to explore the undiscovered strengths and talents of the homeless population and 
how they can be used in the problem-solving approach. The conclusions of this study and 
the implications for social work are also discussed. 
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This study was executed out of the necessity to understand the needs of the 
homeless student population and the services that they receive in schools. It was also 
designed to determine how many school social workers are aware of the federal 
legislation which creates provisions for special services for the homeless student 
population. In this section the purpose of the study, background of the problem, and 
statement of the problem are discussed. 
Purpose of the Study 
This study was developed to explore if homeless children are receiving the 
services necessary to allow them to maintain stable schooling while experiencing 
unstable housing and excel within the educational system that were provisioned in the 
McKinney Vento Act. It seeks to determine if school socials workers are aware of the act 
and its provisions. This study also seeks to determine what services are being offered, 
how effective they are, and what necessary services may not be offered. Finally, the study 
seeks to gauge a better understanding of the homeless student population and how this 
population’s dynamic has direct implications for social workers. 
Background of the Problem 
Homelessness is a problem that affects society as well as a facet of ages and races. 
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Homelessness is an extreme condition of poverty. Extreme poverty can lead to 
homelessness. When people are not making enough money to sustain, housing is one of 
the first things that they lose. Housing costs in the United States are rising as well as the 
cost of living. However, the minimum wage rate remains constant and inflation continues 
to increase the cost of things that were once affordable. Poverty is a discriminatory 
problem that disproportionately affects minorities and children. While homelessness is an 
increasing problem, the people most adversely affected by homelessness are unable to do 
anything about it. According to the U.S Census there are approximately 310,031,000 
people in the United States as of January 23, 2007 (U. S. Census, January 2007). Georgia 
reports an estimated population of 8.2 million people on the 2000 census. In the Metro 
Atlanta area, the population is approximately 4.1 million people with 354,633 children in 
Georgia under 18 who were living under the poverty line and of this 30% of the children 
were African American. Since 2000,1.3 million children have slipped into poverty, 
making the current rate 13 million (Hardy, 2006). “In 1987 Congress authorized the 
Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act to protect the rights of homeless students 
and to ensure that they receive the same quality and appropriate education that other 
students receive”(Jozefowicz-Simbeni & Israel, 2006). The McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act defines a person as “an individual who lacks a fixed-, regular, and 
adequate nighttime residence, or has a primary residence that is a publicly operated 
shelter, an institution providing temporary shelter or a public or private place not 
designed for the accommodations of human beings”(Woods, 1997). 
Statement of the Problem 
Homeless children continue to be deprived of the services that they need in order 
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to have a successful academic career due to lack of resources and funding. School social 
workers often do not have enough time to deal with the needs of the homeless student 
population as well as the needs of all of the students. The study is important because it 
looks at the homeless student population, the services that they currently receive, and 
what services they are in need of. It also looks at the effectiveness of the services that are 
currently being provided. By completing this survey school social workers are 
encouraged to consciously reflect on the services that are being offered to the homeless 
student population. They are also pushed to consider the services that the children are not 
being offered. The implication of this study on social work is that it will remind school 
social workers that their work is driven by policy and the continuous assessment, 
feedback and modification of the policy based on evaluation will serve to improve the 
outcomes for homeless children and their families. Social workers will also better be able 
to service the homeless student population as well as advocate for their needs if they are 
aware of what the needs are. 
Summary 
Children living in poverty continue to be a constant problem through the United 
States. The number of people in the United States continues to increase as well as the 
numbers of children being bom into impoverish situations. It is important to understand 
the history of poverty and the plight to the impoverished. Being able to understand the 
needs of the poor and homeless is important in developing effective methods to break the 
cycle of poverty and deal with the circumstances and situations of the poor and homeless. 
CHAPTER ïï 
REVIEW OF THE LITERATURE 
Overview 
The review of the literature seeks to find the history behind homelessness as well 
as it causations. History of the events that lead to passing of the McKinney Homeless 
Assistance Act are also important in understanding the effect that it has on society today. 
It is also essential to understand the barriers that homeless children face on a daily basis 
in life and in schools. This section will also begin to look at how schools are responding 
to the homeless student population and what implementations have been effective. 
History of Homelessness 
Children have always been victims of homelessness. The rate of homelessness 
among children has steadily increased with time, as the poverty rate in the United States 
continued to increase. With the increased rate of living expenses and minimum wage rate 
not increasing, the ability of people to sustain the basic needs in life has faltered. The 
federal government has created legislation to deal specifically with the educational needs 
of homeless students. The McKinney Homeless Assistance Act was created in 1987 to 
help to ensure that homeless students children were receiving the same services that all 
other children were receiving in regards to their education. In 2001, the McKinney 
Homeless Assistance Ace was reauthorized and renamed the McKinney Vento Act. The 
purpose of the McKinney Vento Act was clearly written out in the body of the legislative 
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document. The federal government has created legislation to deal specifically with the 
education needs of homeless students. Jozefowicz-Simbeni & Israel (2006) stated: 
In 1987 the Stewart B. McKinney Homeless Assistance Act was 
first authorized to protect the rights of homeless students and to 
ensure that they receive the same quality and appropriate public 
school education that nonhomeless students receive by 
addressing some of the barriers homeless children and 
adolescents face when enrolling and succeeding in school. The 
act also mandated the designation of a state coordinator whose 
purpose was to promote educational access for homeless 
students. In 1990 and again in 1994, the law was amended to 
expand services to preschool-age children and other student 
groups, decrease noncompliance, and provide incentives for 
compliance. Incentives included allocation of funding to State 
Educational Agencies (SEAs) for distribution to Local 
Educational Agencies (LEAs) through granting mechanisms. 
The McKinney Homeless Assistance Act was created to help to ensure that the children 
were receiving the same services that other children were receiving in regards to their 
education. Students and their families end up homeless for a number of different reasons. 
Homeless children and youth were categorized by Reganick (as cited in Jozefowicz- 
Simbeni & Israel, 2006) to face struggles in five areas: (1) physical conditions and health 
problems that result from environmental factors such as poor nutrition, (2) unacceptable 
behavior resulting from coping and survival strategies, (3) inadequate social skills and 
insecurities stemming from frequent moves and self consciousness about being homeless 
and lacking resources, (4) psychological trauma resulting from multiple stressors that 
contribute to negative mental health, and (5) developmental delays due to a lack of 
stimulating environmental conditions. Homelessness affects children in all areas of their 
life. Homeless children face a multitude of problems in school. A majority of these 
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problems are compounded by the fact that they do not have stable and consistent housing. 
Barriers 
Solving the problems of the homeless student population was not resolved by the 
passage of the McKinney Vento Act. This act just provided the ability for the states to 
begin to address the problems that homeless students were facing. Studies have shown 
that awareness, implementation, and funding of the McKinney Vento Act has been 
expanded, but barriers to it’s implementation still exist. In a report issued in 2001 by the 
Department of Education, a survey of state coordinators stated that the coordinators 
found difficulty in identifying the homeless students and that there was a lack of 
awareness of the needs of homeless families’ students and families. Awareness of the act 
by school personnel was also reported as problematic. In 2003, a study of the homeless 
liaisons in one county of Illinois was conducted by Thompson and Davis (as cited in 
Israel and Jozefowicz-Simbeni, 2006), finding that a significant number of liaisons did 
not know that their LEAs designated them as the homeless liaison, and they had little or 
no knowledge of the McKinney Vento Act. They therefore were not doing the job that 
they had been hired for. This resulted in children not receiving necessary services and 
support. “There are numerous educational barriers that homeless children and adolescents 
face, including lack of transportation, residency restrictions, lack of personal and school 
records, guardianship problems, and a lack of resources such as clothing and school 
supplies. Academically, homeless and runaway students face increased risk of school 
dropout, grade retention, low test scores, low grades, educational disabilities, and school 
behavior problems” (Israel and Jozefowicz-Simbeni, 2006). Children that are homeless 
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often have more social and educational needs than children who are not experiencing 
homelessness. Some of the increased behaviors that children who are suffering from 
homelessness displays are: acting out, restlessness, hyperactivity, inattentiveness, 
tiredness, anxiety, and aggressive behavior. Academically, homeless and runaway 
students face increased risk of school dropout, grade retention, low test scores, low 
grades, educational disabilities, and school behavior problems”(Israel and Jozefowicz- 
Simbeni, 2006). Children that are homeless often have more social and educational needs 
than children who are not experiencing homelessness. Some of the increased behaviors 
that children who are suffering from homelessness display are: acting out, restlessness, 
hyperactivity, inattentiveness, tiredness, anxiety, and aggressive behavior. 
One School Systems’ Response 
In an attempt to deal with the homeless student population and their specific 
needs the Maricopa County School System in Phoenix, Arizona has created a solution. 
Sandra Dowling, the school superintendent, has created the Thomas J. Pappas 
Educational Center. 
“The Thomas J. Pappas Regional Education Center exist solely 
for students who in the Phoenix area, K-8, who are not living in 
a house or housing structure. Students might be living in an abandoned 
house, in a homeless shelter, in subsidized housing, in a vehicle, with 
friends or extended family, or even under a bridge. The school acts a as 
magnet by transporting homeless students from all over the Phoenix area 
to one school” (Woods & Harrison, 1994). 
The purpose of the school is to provide a consistent educational experience at a time 
when children are experiencing instability in their life. The school has its own medical 
clinic that is funded by private donations created to meet the needs of students who may 
not otherwise be getting their medical needs met. 
Conceptual Framework 
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Systems Theory is a theory that was founded by theoretical biologist Ludwig von 
Bertalanffy in 1928 (Dale, Smith, Norlin & Chess, 2006). General systems theory looks 
at wholeness and it views human behavior in relation to the total situation. Viewing 
human behavior in the context of the environment is an essential part of social systems 
theory. The social systems theory is based on structural and functional features. The 
structural elements of the social systems theory are boundaries, interface, suprasystems, 
proposed output, input, conversion output, and feedback. Talcott Parsons originally 
proposed the four functions of the social systems theory in 1951 (Chess, Dale, Norlin, 
and Smith, 2006). They are designed to serve as a link from the systems to the 
environment. Functional features of the social system must be performed by the system 
for the system to grow and survive. The functional features of the social systems are goal 
attainment, adaptation, integration, and pattern maintenance. Under the general systems 
theory, it is assumed that an organization when viewed as a whole is greater than the sum 
of its parts. 
General systems theory has several assumptions related to it. One of the 
assumptions is that when fully developed, all forms of social organization will display 
self-maintaining and development characteristics. The other assumption is that the natural 
state of both the individual and all forms of social organization is proactive rather than 
reactive. Open systems are also a major concept of the social systems theory. This 
concept states that there is an ongoing exchange that exists between the system and the 
environment and it is constant. In regards to homelessness, social systems theory looks at 
how all parts of the system have contributed to homelessness. It would look at what the 
individual and society have done to contribute to this problem. The individual may not be 
able to work or may not have any marketable skills to offer to an employer. Society may 
contribute to the cycle of homelessness by not offering salaries that are feasible for 
sustaining daily necessities such as housing, food, and clothing. Society may not be 
offering the social supports necessary to assist in breaking the cycle of homelessness. 
This would include offering more affordable or low income housing, General Education 
Diploma classes, job preparation skills, or classes that would assist in obtaining a trade 
such as mechanics or nursing which would assist in self sufficiency. Figure 1 displays the 
conceptualization of general system theory in relation to homelessness and students. 
Suprasystem: Society 
Figure 1. Conceptualization of general system theory to homelessness 
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Homelessness is affected by many different external factors. Each factor is unique to the 
circumstances and situations of the person involved. Access to resources, support 
systems, education, mental health status, location, and personal circumstances are all 
things that may affect people that are homeless or that end up homeless. All of these 
contributing factors also play a vital role in breaking the cycle of homelessness. 
Afrocentric Perspective 
The Afrocentric perspective looks at oppressed minority groups that experience 
social dysfunction mostly due to internal deficits and character disorders. The Afrocentric 
perspective looks at the strengths and talents of minority populations while taking into 
account the history behind what minority populations have been exposed to and had to 
deal with. Historically, African Americans have always been relatively poor. This is due 
much in part to the fact that they were first brought to America as slaves. It has been 
stated that during the times of slavery, slaves were often continually oppressed by not 
being allowed to become well-educated or own property. This put African American 
people at a disadvantage. They were less educated than their counterparts to handle 
business affairs or to advance economically. They were not able to read contracts before 
they signed them and therefore were subjected to be being taken advantage of. Without 
knowledge, they were unable to advance educationally also. They were not able to own 
or be in charge of business because they did not possess the skills necessary to advance. 
When slavery ended, African Americans were disadvantaged because they were not able 
to obtain jobs that created a high income. Having a limited education, caps the type of 
jobs that people can have and the amount of money that they can make. Breaking the 
cycle of poverty is hard; many times it is virtually impossible. This problem has existed 
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for many years. As time progressed, the ability to overcome poverty has decreased as the 
income gaps have increased. It is hard for people to maintain with the bare necessities 
with continual inflation, the increased cost of living, and the barely nonexistent rise in 
minimum wage. 
Homelessness is closely related to poverty. People who cannot afford the current 
cost of living due to unemployment or underemployment often find themselves without 
housing. This is because housing is often the most costly part of daily living. In regards to 
the homeless population, the Affocentric perspective would fit this group because this is a 
minority group. A strengths based perspective could be used to see in what arenas this 
group of people is able to help themselves, how they have been successful, and what is 
necessary to maintain. It also would be useful to look at what areas of functioning there is 
room for improvement and what skills need to be given to this group of people to assist in 
changing their social and economic status. Based on the Afrocentric perspective, there are 
several questions that my study seeks to determine. It seeks to determine if the needs of 
the homeless population are being met within the educational system. It also seeks to 
determine the barriers to servicing the homeless school population. 
Hypothesis 
This study seeks to determine if educational services are being provided to the 
homeless student population. It also seeks to determine if the services being offered allow 
the children to maintain a consistent educational setting and excel in regards to the 
educational standards that are set for children. It also seeks to determine the services that 
the children are currently being offered are able to meet their needs and determine what 
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the gaps in service delivery are. It also seeks to determine the barriers in the execution of 
services. 
Summary 
Several decades ago, citizens and lawmakers saw the need to implement 
additional services for the homeless student population. While this legislation has been in 
effect for years, the funding and social support needed to ensure the effective delivery of 
this legislation has yet to surface. Homeless children continue to face barriers within the 
educational system. Society has recently begun to understand the distinct needs of the 




The setting, sample, measure, design, and procedure are discussed in this chapter. 
These bodies of information give insight as to the process involved in determining 
sample size and the data collection process. 
Setting 
The setting for this data collection was at the Cobb County Board of Education. 
According to the Cobb County School Board website, there are currently 105, 885 
students in the Cobb County School District. 49.9% are Caucasian, 29.3% are African 
American, 12.7% are Hispanic, 4.1% are Asian, 3.8% are Multi-racial, and .2% are 
American Indian (Cobb County School Board, January 2007). The questionnaires were 
distributed to the 39 school social workers via email. The school social workers were able 
to email, mail, or fax the questionnaire back to the researcher. 
Sample 
The questionnaire was distributed to the 39 school social workers employed by 
Cobb County School District. Eleven school social workers responded and are used as the 
sample group. To qualify for this study, participants must be school social workers for 
Cobb County Schools, which consist of a diverse population. The demographics of the 





VARIABLE NUMBER FREOUENCY 
AGE 
26-35 6 55% 
36-45 3 27% 
46-55 1 9% 
Over 55 1 9% 
ETHNICITY 
African-American 3 27% 
Caucasian American 7 64% 
Hispanic American 1 9% 
Human subjects’ approval to conduct this study was granted by the Institutional Review 
Board committee at Clark Atlanta University (see Appendix A). An informed consent 
form (see Appendix B) was given to a participant in order for them to understand that the 
information will be voluntarily information for a study. Although each school social 
workers was asked to sign a consent form, the consent forms were immediately separated 
from the questionnaires (see Appendix C). This assisted with maintaining anonymity. 
The objective is to survey school social workers that work directly with the homeless 
student population. All participants have an MSW degree, because this is a requirement 
to become a school social worker. The age range of the sample would vary, as there is no 
designated age for a school social worker. The intended sampling technique was stratified 
sampling. The stratified sampling divides the intended population into smaller subgroups 
and then the separate random samples are drawn from each of the subgroups. There are 
limitations to this sample population. The school social workers who complete the 
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survey may not be the school social workers designated to work with the homeless 
population. This population is only being gathered from one school district within the 
Metro Atlanta area. This does not give a representative sample for the entire United 
States, as other schools and school districts may have different ways in which they 
address the needs of the homeless population. The studies findings are not generalizable 
due to the fact that it does not address other populations outside of Cobb County. 
Measure 
The data for this study were collected through questionnaires distributed to school 
social workers at Cobb County School District located in the Metro Atlanta area. The 
questionnaire gathers demographic data from each participant. The demographic section 
of the questionnaire focused on age and race. It also asks each participant to state 
whether they work directly with the homeless student population within the schools. If 
not, they are asked if they are easily able to determine who the homeless student 
population is. The questionnaire determines the extent of work done with the homeless 
student population. It also seeks to determine the services that each social worker 
provides to this population and what other services are deemed to be necessary. The 
questionnaire consisted of close-ended and open-ended questions. The questions are 
which are based on the McKinney Vento Act and its provisions. When the data from the 
survey was collected, the reliability coefficient was given as .7847. This indicates that the 
measure is relatively reliable. The survey was also analyzed using the Chi- squared 
statistical test due to the sample sized being under 30 and the independent variable and 
dependent variable being nominal level values. The construct validity threat is that it is 
often hard to determine the homeless student population. Another validity threat is the 
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researchers own bias because the researcher developed the survey. This allows the 
researcher to determine what areas are important for the purpose of this study and what 
questions to ask. 
Design 
The exploratory study is a cross-sectional survey design in the format of a one- 
shot case study. The design notation for this study is: O. This is because design given the 
nature of the research questions which only require a snapshot of the phenomenon. 
Consequently, only one survey is needed to obtain the requisite information. The internal 
validity of this research design may be threatened by a number of factors. First, the key 
informant may lack specific information on how many of the student population is 
considered to be homeless and what the services are the students should be receiving. 
Second, the research may not be able to gather the necessary information from the 
participants in regards to the effectiveness of the services being provided. 
Procedure 
The data collections for this research study began in November of 2006, and took 
several weeks to complete. This researcher did survey several school social workers and 
explore the extent of their contact with the homeless student population and whether or 
not they assisted in providing services to this population. The time frame of the data 
collection took several weeks to allow adequate time for the school social workers to 
complete the questionnaires. The questionnaire consisted of an Informed Consent as well 
as a 20-question multiple choice survey. By signing the informed consent, the 
participants were stating that they were willfully participating in this survey and they 
understood that at anytime, there were able to rescind their agreement to participate. All 
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participants willfully signed the informed consent and partook in the survey. The 
information that was gathered from the survey was collected, analyzed, and interpreted. 
The information collected is presented in the next chapter. 
Summary 
The researcher all carefully selected the process involved in determining sample, 
procedure, design, and setting. This was to ensure accurate data collection so that the 
results of the research study would be reliable and valuable to the social work profession. 
CHAPTER IV 
PRESENTATION OF FINDINGS 
Overview 
A plethora of information was gathered during the course of this research study 
that will be useful to the social work profession. The results of the data that was gathered 
and analyzed are presented in the following chapter. This chapter looks at statistically 
significant data as it pertains to the hypothesis of the study. The participants’ responses 
the questions will also be discussed in this chapter. A line item analysis was also 
completed on each question presented in the survey (see Appendix D). 
Presentation of Findings 
The McKinney Vento Act requires that certain services be provided to the 
homeless student population by the school system. These requirements are assistance 
with maintaining one educational setting throughout the year regardless of the location of 
the student and assistance to the parents in obtaining necessary school, educational, and 
medical records. Students who do not have the required documents are still permitted to 
attend school and cannot be held out of school for not having the required documents. 
The survey asked specific questions to determine if school social workers were providing 
those services. Data was collected to see if school social workers are actually assisting 
students and families with the services that are outlined in the McKinney Vento Act. The 
results of the study are found in Figure 2. 
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Figure 2. Different Services provided to homeless Students (n=l 1) 
X2 = 7.36, df=l, p< .007 for School and Transportation 
There was no significance in the number of school social workers that provided 
assistance in obtaining educational and medical records. There was a significant 
difference in the number of school social workers who provide assistance with making 
sure that students only have one educational setting as well as assisting in providing 
transportation to students to ensure that despite their location, they have a way to school 
everyday. The Chi-squared value of the analyzed data pertaining to the transportation and 
one school setting was 7.36 with 1 degree of freedom and a p value of .007, indicating the 
responses to these questions are statistically significant. 
When asked if there were any services that the school social workers thought that 
homeless students were in need of that they were not receiving, the researcher received a 
gamete of responses. Some school social workers stated that they did not feel as though 
there were any services that the students needed that they were not currently receiving. 
Other felt as though the students could benefit from counseling, future planning with the 
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family, more thorough case management from the school social workers. Other responses 
included transportation services for the parents to get to school meetings, tutorial services 
and educational assessments for the children, and assistance to the parents with obtaining 
housing. 
When asked what the most difficult task was in working with homeless students, 
many school social workers stated that it was identifying who the homeless students were 
supposed to be and having a way to contact the family. Also, getting the children to 
school on time and having them be able to maintain regular assistance. One school social 
worker stated that the most difficult task faced was educating school personnel while 
another one stated that providing thorough case management to the students was a 
problem due to time constraints. Helping the children maintain a positive outlook was 
also a difficult task for the school social workers. 
A majority of school social workers stated that they would like to have more 
funds to be available to help with the needs of the homeless student population. They also 
stated that they would add more services directly for the family such as support groups 
and career and financial planning. 
Summary 
Although most school social workers state that they are aware of what students 
compose the homeless student population or how to determine who compromises this 
population, they state that it is difficult to service this population. The funding is 
inadequate to address the root issues that are creating homelessness for the families. Also 
the issues that are created internally for the children who are victims of homelessness are 
not being treated. The children are not being engaged in counseling however, many of the 
school social workers stated that this is a service that the children are in need of. 
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According to the data collected, the majority of school social workers assisting homeless 
students are currently providing services according to the provisions outlined in the 




This chapter will bring together the background information researched in 
preparation of conducting the study, the information gathered during data collection; as 
well discuss the limitations of the literature. 
Limitations of the Study 
There were several limitations to the study. One limitation to the study was the 
small sample group. The small sample group does not allow for accurate representation 
of the services provided to all homeless students throughout the United States. By not 
gathering information from areas where homelessness is more prevalent, it cannot be 
determined through this study if there is more funding being used in those areas. 
Summary 
A research study was conducted with the school social workers employed by 
Cobb County School Board to determine whether homeless students were receiving the 
services that were provisioned to them in the McKinney Vento Act of 2001. Of the 11 
school social workers that participated, a majority stated that they do assist the homeless 
students in obtaining educational and medical records. However, that number drastically 
changes when it come to the number of school social workers who assist with arranging 
the students with transportation and maintaining one educational setting per school year. 
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The school social workers also voiced a number of issues regarding the unmet needs of 
the homeless students that are not outlined in the McKinney Vento Act. Also, there is not 
enough funding to provide the additional services that the students so desperately need. 
CHAPTER VI 
IMPLICATIONS FOR SOCIAL WORK PRACTICE 
Overview 
The information reviewed and gathered allow for this researcher to gain a better 
understanding of the needs of the homeless student population. It also allows for a look 
into the services currently being provided to the homeless student population as well as 
what the areas of need are. The implications of the data and information gathered are 
discussed. 
Summary 
School social workers need to understand the dynamics of the homeless student 
population. School social workers also need to be able to ensure that homeless students 
are receiving the services as deemed appropriate and necessary under the McKinney 
Vento Act. When these services are being offered, social workers need to ensure that 
these services are meeting the current needs of the intended population. School social 
workers also need to assess the needs of the homeless student population to periodically 
to determine whether or not their needs have changed. It is also important to determine 
what services need to be offered but are not currently being offered and advocate for the 
services that are needed. Homeless students not only affect school social workers, but all 
social workers. Social workers who do not work in the school system also need to be 
aware of the obstacles that the homeless student population faces and the effects that this 
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attention given to this matter and effective interventions funded and implemented, this 
will be a problem that will continue to plague society and all future generations. Children 
who grow up homeless grow into homeless adults often not equipped with the skills 
necessary to break the cycle of poverty and homelessness. School social workers need to 
understand the dynamics of the homeless student population. They also need to be able to 
advocate effectively for the needs of the students in which they service. School social 
workers also need to be able to ensure that homeless students are receiving the services as 
deemed appropriate and necessary under the McKinney Vento Act. When these services 
are being offered, social workers need to ensure that these services are meeting the 
current needs of the intended population. School social workers also need to assess the 
needs of the homeless student population to periodically to determine whether or not their 
needs have changed. It is also important to determine what services need to be offered but 
are not currently being offered and advocate for the services that are needed. 
Conclusion 
There continues to be a need for services to be provided to the homeless student 
population within the school system. The surface issues that are faced by these children 
appear to be met however; the internal and underlying issues of homelessness are not 
being met. The school social workers continue to see the same needs in the students and 
families; however, lack of funding prohibits the delivery of services. Unless there is more 
time and funding being given to children in school who so desperately need it, the 
children will continue to be plagued by instability. If children have unstable living 
circumstances, they will not be able to focus attentively in school. These children face 
more difficulty learning and excelling academically, especially if they do not attend 
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school on a regular basis. More time, money, and consideration needs to be given to 
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APPENDIX B 
INFORMED CONSENT FORM 
Your participation is being requested for a study that evaluates whether or not 
homeless children are receiving the educational services that are allocated to them under 
the McKinney Vento Act. This questionnaire also seeks to determine what services are 
most effective for the homeless students and in what areas does improvement lie. In order 
to gain the necessary data to determine this, there must be an understanding of what 
school social workers see as the provisions of the McKinney Vento Act. Social workers 
musts also be gauged to determine where they believe their responsibility in providing 
these services lies. 
Your answers to this questionnaire will remain confidential. Your name will never be 
included in any reports and none of your answers will be linked to you in any way. The 
information that you provide will be combined with information from everyone else 
participating in the study. 
You do not have to participate in this evaluation. Even if you agree to participate 
now, you may stop participating at any time or refuse to answer any questions. If you 
have any questions about the study you may contact Tolonda Hunt at 678-305-9505 or 
via e-mail Tolonda@hotmail. com. 
Your participation is voluntary and you may elect “not” to continue this survey at 
any time. Thank you. 
Please check one: 
 Agree to participate 
 Do not agree to participate 
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APPENDIX C 
EVALUATION OF SERVICES ALLOCATED BY THE MCKINNEY VENTO ACT 
Instructions: 
The following statements address the McKinney Vento Act and homeless students and 
the services that they currently need or receive. The first section of questions will gather 
demographic information. The next section is questions that deal with the McKinney 
Vento Act and the services that are entitled to homeless students. Please circle the 
number that best describes your response. 
1. State the ethnic group you relate yourself to. 
1. African American 
2. Asian 
3. Caucasian 
4. Native American 
5. Hispanic 
6. Other 





5. over 55 
3. How many years have you been a social worker? 
1. Less than one year 
2. 1-3 years 
3. 4-6 years 
4. 7 or more years 
4. How long have you worked as a school social worker? 
1. Less than one year 
2. 1-3 years 
3. 4-6 years 
4. 7 or more years 
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5. Do you have previous experience working as a school social worker? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
6. Are you familiar with the McKinney Vento Act? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
7. Do your currently work with the homeless student population? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
8. Do you know who compromises the homeless student population at your school? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
9. If not, do you know how to determine who compromises the homeless population? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
10. Are you aware that homeless students are entitled to certain accommodations under 
the McKinney Vento Act? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
11. If no, do you think that homeless students are in need of services in addition to the 
regular educational services that children receive? 
1. Yes 
2. No 








14. Do you assist homeless students in obtaining educational records? 
1. Yes 
2. No 
15. Do you assist with coordinating transportation for known homeless students so that 




16. How effective would you rate the services that are rendered to the homeless students? 
1. Very effective 
2. Somewhat effective 
3. Effective 
4. A little effective 
5. Not effective at all 
17. What services do you think that homeless students are in need of that they are not 
receiving? 
18. What do you consider to be the most difficult task in working with homeless 
students? 
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19. If you could change the services that are being offered to homeless students, what 
services would you add? What services would you take away? 
20. Is there any additional information that you would like to add? 
Thank you for you participation. 
APPENDIX D 
ITEM-LEVEL ANALYSIS 
Variable Frequency Mean Standard 
Deviation 
1. State the ethnic group that 












Over 55 (1) 
2.73 1.009 
3. How many years have you 
been a social worker? 
Less than One Year (0) 
1-3 Years (0) 
4-6 Years (2) 
7 or more years (9) 
3.82 .405 
4. How long have you worked as 
a school social worker? 
Less than One Year (2) 
1-3 Years (2) 
4-6 Years (4) 
7 or more years (3) 
2.73 1.104 
5. Do you have previous 





6. Are you familiar with the 




7. Do you currently work with 







8. Do you know who 
compromises the homeless 





9. If not, do you know how to 
determine who compromises the 




10. Are you aware that homeless 
students are entitled to certain 
accommodations under the 




11. If no, do you think that 
homeless students are in need of 
services in addition to the 





12. Do you assist homeless 
students with maintaining one 
educational setting per school 
year? 
1.09 .302 
13. Do you assist homeless 





14. Do you assist homeless 





15. Do you assist with 
coordinating transportation for 
known homeless students so that 
they will be able to continue in 
one educational setting despite 





16. How effective would you 
rate the services that are 
rendered to the homeless 
students? 
Very Effective (6) 
Somewhat Effective (1) 
Effective (4) 
A little effective (0) 
Not effective at all(0) 
1.82 .982 
17. What services do you think 
that homeless students are in 
need of that they are not 
receiving? 
18. What do you consider to be 
the most difficult task in 
working with homeless 
students? 
19. If you could change the 
services that are being offered to 
homeless students, what services 
would you add? What services 
would you take away? 
20. Is there any additional 
information that you would like 
to add? 





Peer Support (1) 
Financial Stipend (1) 
Permanent Housing (1) 
No response (5) 
Maintaining Attendance 2.43 
(1) 
Case management (1) 
Continual homelessness 
(3) 
Maintaining privacy (1) 
Identifying population (2) 
No response (3) 
Have not been in the 4.33 
school system long 
enough to know(3) 
There is often not enough 
assistance available (1) 
No response (7) 
Have not been in the 1.50 
school system long 
enough to know(3) 
There is often not enough 
assistance available (1) 
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